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What is a

While there are many definitions for what a learning disability is, this one pro-
vides a good way for thinking about adults with LDs:

“Specific learning disabilities is a chronic condition of presumed neurological
origin which selectively interferes with the development, integration, and/or

Learning

demonstration of verbal and/or non-verbal activities. Specific learning disabili-
ties exist as a distinct handicapping condition in the presence of average to

superior intelligence, adequate sensory and motor systems, and adequate
learning opportunities. The condition varies in its manifestations and in degree

Disability?

of severity. Throughout life the condition can negatively affect self-esteem,
education, vocation, socialization, and/or daily living activities.”

- Learning Disabilities Association (formerly Association for Children with Learning Disabilities)

“I'd have to say that to me having an
LD is just being better at other things
than what is ‘normal’ in our society.
I'm an amazing artist and people
person but | can’t spell and | have
trouble getting my ideas out when
I'm under pressure.

1 just wish my professors would real-
ize what my mother always says,
that being fair is not giving everyone
the same thing, but giving everyone
what they need.”

- A DePaul Student

Successful People with Learning Disabilities

Stephen Cannell, novelist and television writer/creator ( 7he A-
Team, 21 Jump Street, Wiseguy, The Rockford Files), has dyslexia.
In an interview, Cannell discussed how a college professor influ-
enced his career choice: “In my sophomore year at University of
Oregon, Ralph Salisbury was my first creative writing teacher and
he was so enthusiastic about his students that it made me enthusi-
astic. He really said that | had the talent to become a professional
writer and he convinced me that if | wanted to, | could do it. That
was the first teacher | ever had that looked past my misspellings
and bad handwriting and looked at what | was actually writing. He
said it was pretty good.”

Paul Orfalea, founder of Kinko’s, struggled with reading, writing, and
spelling in school. In an article, Orfalea described how one college
professor had an impact on his education: “In my investment strate-
gies class, my teacher almost failed me because | made so many
spelling errors on his tests. When he found out | had LD, he an-
nounced to the class that | was ‘on the brink of brilliancy’ because
he looked at my ideas instead of the spelling. The students were
impressed after that, and they thought | saw the world a little differ-
ently.”
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Maijor Types of Learning Disabilities

Oral language disabilities Written language disabili-  Nonacademic
involve difficulties with listening ties are thought to be the most  learning disabilities
and speaking. A person with an common form of LD. This gen-  can cause problems
oral language LD may have diffi- eral category describes prob- with socialization and
culty understanding what's been lems with reading, spellingand  daily life skills. A per-
said or communicating thoughts writing. Dyslexia is the most son with this type of LD
and ideas orally to others. These well-known LD in this category. ~ may have problems
difficulties tend to be in certain Dyslexic individuals do not see  perceiving or interpret-
areas of oral language expression words or letters backwards, but  ing facial expressions,
and reception, not across the rather experience problems gestures, tone of voice,
board. Frequently, individuals translating thought to language  or body language. The
with oral language problems will or language to thought due to ability to respond in a
also have difficulty with written differences in how their brain social situation can be
language. processes information. hindered.
| feel like since | have a learning disability people Racial/ethnic percentages of college fresh-
automatically think | am stupid. If | am just given men with learning disabilities attending four-
that little extra time with no pressure / can do year institutions, 2000**:
great work. ['ve made the Dean's List 5 different
times and by no means consider myself stupid. Racial/Ethnic Group Percentage
- A DePaul Student White/Caucasian 81
My definition of learning disabilities is 1 or more African American 6
difficulties in a certain area of the cognitive do- American Indian 2
mains. This does not mean that a person is stu-
pid or lacking in any way. However it does mean Asian American 2
that they need help in figuring out better strate- - -
gles in adapting to everyday life. Mexican American 2
Puerto Rican 1
- A DePaul Student
Other Latino 2
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